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Bulletin no. 11 – 27th June, 2020 

Dear all, 

You may remember that I mentioned the need for tutors in a previous bulletin.  Having now 

heard from all the current tutors about their thoughts regarding next year, I can confirm which 

classes are in need of a new leader.  They are: 

 Music Theatre 

 Beginner Guitar (co-tutor already in place) 

 Ukulele 

 Orchestra 

 Folk Fiddles 

 Mini Workshop 

 Beginner Trombone 

I will be sending my usual plea for help to next year’s secondary music teacher trainees, but I 

rather suspect that recruitment will be trickier this year.  If you can see yourself taking up the 

mantle of Duxford Saturday Workshop tutor, please let me know!  Likewise, if you have 

friends/colleagues/neighbours/contacts who may be interested and worth approaching, do 

please have a word with either them or me.  I fully appreciate that we might be working in a 

very different way for a while, but I’d like to have classes sorted as far as possible. 

 

In terms of planning for next year, I can confirm that the Trustees have agreed to hire the new 

Duxford Community Centre each Saturday for at least the Christmas term.  This has many 

benefits; it is physically right next door to the school, so simply the matter of a very short 

walk for members having sessions in both places and it also has 2 big rooms, meaning that 

we will be able to space a number of the larger ensembles out. I will be phoning the school at 

the end of this week to see if they are able to update me about thoughts and plans for 

September.  Within the next fortnight I will be sending you all an email which outlines which 

classes should be able to take place next year.  At this point in time, it would be really helpful 

to know your intentions regarding Workshop.  No firm commitment or payment needs to be 

made at this point but I’m sure you can appreciate that when planning for which classes need 

which space, having an idea of how big those classes might be is enormously useful! 



The Trustees and I also talked about provision for the children in our recent meeting.  We are 

conscious that much of what is currently taking place run by Workshop is much more 

suitable for adults, and so I have been having a look around at something for the younger 

members of Workshop.  Ollie Tunmer is a former member of STOMP (look them up on 

YouTube if you’ve not heard of them – they’re amazing!) and he now runs a company called 

“Beat Goes On” which specializes in various percussive music, including body percussion 

and Samba.  (If you read my newsletters really, really carefully, you’ll remember a link to his 

material in the second one I wrote!)  He has offered to run an interactive body percussion 

session via Zoom for around 30 children (possibly more) – please could you let me know if 

you child/children would be interested in this?  I would imagine it would take place one 

Saturday and would last an hour. I am currently investigating the finances of this, but thought 

it would be good to see what interest there was for something of this nature. 

If any members would like any of your children to be featured in the bulletin please do let me 

know – this could be a video/picture/story/poem.  It would be lovely to see what they’re up to 

– obviously please bear in mind the fact that the bulletin is sent to about 258 people, so if it’s 

a video it’ll need to be short.  Pictures are a lot smaller in terms of data, so those would also 

be most welcome! 

 

Members’ News 

1. From guitarist Andrew Dadd, advertising a podcast with an appearance from the 

Duxford Workshop Virtual Choir: 

“I have been a long term resident of Duxford (over 30 years) and Barry Dean has been a good 

friend of mine for most of that.  We are both regulars ("locals") at The Plough and Barry 

occasionally does a disco there (he used to run his own disco back in the late 70s + 80s and 

beyond), has all the gear and still enjoys his music - any earnings go the Duxford Soap Box 

Derby and from there to Cancer Research (a mutual friend died of Cancer some years 

ago).  As a result of the lock down he thought he would keep the Plough spirit going with his 

virtual Plough Disco podcast; here is a link to all past shows -  

https://podcastbaz.buzzsprout.com/  

I always send in a couple of requests and I asked if I could send in the DSWS jazz band 

numbers that we have been recording during lockdown as well; there has been one played 

every week for some time now as Barry is happy to support anything local - which workshop 

is and we get a nice plug.  Stephen asked if I could submit California Dreamin' as it is 

appropriate to the podcast - music from 60s,70s, 80s on is played, not that much disco stuff 

really, and this is a late 60s classic from the Mamas and Papas. 

Here is the link for the most recent show and this song starts at about 30 mins 

https://www.buzzsprout.com/965773/4341158  

 

2. And here is a link to the Duxford Workshop Virtual Jazz Band of their most recent 

piece ‘It’s So Nice’: 

https://podcastbaz.buzzsprout.com/
https://www.buzzsprout.com/965773/4341158


https://www.dropbox.com/s/8d24v6n25eiekgb/It%27s%20Oh%20So%20Nice_Finalv

2%20-%2026%3A06%3A2020%2C%2015.52.mp3?dl=0 

Thanks as ever to Stephen Inglis for his time coordinating these two groups and putting 

many different solo tracks into a recognizable ensemble! 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Arwen 

 

From the archive (For an extra prize, guess the years!! Answers by reply to my email) 
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