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Dear all, 

Apologies for not having communicated with you last weekend – I honestly don’t know where 
the time went!  However, as a round up to this year of Workshop, I shall indulge myself in a little 
reflection of what we’ve been up to, and in addition, give you more details about plans for next 
year. 

 

The academic year of 2019-20 is not one I think anyone will ever forget, and yet Workshop 
functioned completely normally up until the 7th March.  We managed to fit in our usual 
Christmas Carol session, a large number of coffee break concerts and probably the highlight of 
the year was our wonderful Ceilidh evening on the 1st February.  This was a really successful and 
enjoyable evening, and I do hope that we will be able to get back to planning such social events 
at some point in the not too distant future.  We finished the year with 296 members, so would 
certainly have broken the 300 mark had we been able to continue.  This would be a good time to 
express my thanks publically to all of the amazing tutors we have at Workshop – they do it all for 
the love of music, and the love of sharing that with all of you.  Music can be such a deeply 
nourishing activity, and I know that it has kept many of you going over the long weeks since mid 
March.  Thank you also to the team of managers and Trustees – they work quietly in the 
background, but they are an enormous help to me and Workshop would not function without 
them too. 

 

Since Bulletin 12 there have been Managers and Trustees meetings where considerable time has 
been spent talking through plans for next year, and tidying up the loose ends from this term.   

Audit 

If you hire a Workshop instrument, you should have had an email from me over the last couple 
of days to give you instructions as to what to do about the annual audit process.  Please contact 
me urgently if you don’t think you have received this. 

 

Dates for 2020-21 

These are now set, and with everything crossed for some sort of regular face to face activity, 
please find next year’s dates attached.  I will be asking Graham to put it up on the website 
shortly, so don’t forget to check there if this email gets buried in your inbox!   

 

Registration for 2020-21 

We have made the decision to make this event in September online only. For current members 
this should therefore be relatively straightforward; we trialled a Google registration form last 
year and this will be extended this year to reflect the different circumstances in which we find 
ourselves.  Please note that the Trustees have taken the decision, in the light of the shortened 



length of the current year, to allow 2019-20 membership fees to remain valid up until a time 
when we are able to operate more normally.  This will be reviewed at Christmas. We are 
currently also looking at alternative ways of operating the weekly door fee system – more on 
that to come! 

In order to assist my planning, I will be sending out a survey over the next week asking current 
members to express a ‘registration of interest’ in next year’s Workshop.  At this point in time, 
there are still a number of different scenarios being explored, so please bear in the mind that 
the timetable of classes is far from fixed! 

At the beginning of September, once we (hopefully) have a clearer idea of what is possible, a 
more definitive membership form will be sent out, again in the form of a Google document.   

We are still hoping to attract new members, and I will be doing the usual mailshot to schools, 
music shops and libraries, but it’s word of mouth which tends to be the most effective and 
common reason for new members to join, so please continue to wax lyrical about Workshop!  
We are anticipating somewhat reduced numbers for next year, but it would be nice to think of 
some new faces joining us in the usual way. 

 

Tutor news! 

I don’t think I’ve ever had such a successful year for recruitment.  Both the membership itself 
and the new cohort of Homerton teacher trainees have stepped up to the challenge of taking on 
new classes, so I can now confirm the following: 

Mini Workshop – Jenny Anderson (current member) 

Advanced Ukuleles – Colin Meehan (Duxford resident) 

Beginner Guitars – Steve Harris (former member) with Gavin Halliday and Quentin Rea 

Beginner Trombone – Amy Keller 

Music Theatre – Thomas Mottershead and Ee Ann Ho (TBC) 

Orchestra – Thomas Mottershead, Charlotte Hills, Sarah Walsh and Ee Ann Ho (Homerton 
teacher trainees)   

Theory – NEW CLASS!   

Thank you so much to all! 

 

Current research and its impact on Workshop 

There is a good deal in the news at the moment about the relative safety of various forms of 
practical music making.  The debate largely focusses on singing, but to a lesser extent also on 
woodwind and brass instruments, too.  The jury is still very much out on this, but you will see 
when I send the ‘registration of interest’ form out that some of the different timetables reflect 
the possibility of our not being able to run groups which feature these activities.  

For those who are interested in what the science (and the media) are saying about this, you 
could try the following, amongst many other articles: 

https://bachtrack.com/interview-the-science-of-restarting-live-performance-declan-costello-

july-2020?fbclid=IwAR1iIYtxManjDJX6nHWQ6TBTDFrb0flQjE6ztn2JcRyTCWnar9hl0guHpcY 

 

 

https://bachtrack.com/interview-the-science-of-restarting-live-performance-declan-costello-july-2020?fbclid=IwAR1iIYtxManjDJX6nHWQ6TBTDFrb0flQjE6ztn2JcRyTCWnar9hl0guHpcY
https://bachtrack.com/interview-the-science-of-restarting-live-performance-declan-costello-july-2020?fbclid=IwAR1iIYtxManjDJX6nHWQ6TBTDFrb0flQjE6ztn2JcRyTCWnar9hl0guHpcY


 

On a lighter note, to finish 

 The final piece which the Virtual Choir recorded was an arrangement by Janet Macleod 

of ‘5 foot 2, eyes of blue’.  Recording can be found here: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/xqgakqcf1yjv40h/Five%20Foot%20Two_Final_PartsMix-

%209th%20July17.04.mp3?dl=0 

 The Jazz Band’s final piece of the term was ‘Straighten Up and Fly Right’ and was mixed 

by Steve Withers. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/8z3w3srve7t3kfr/Straighten%20Up%20and%20Fly%20Rig

ht_Final_SW_10.7.20.mp3?dl=0 

And elsewhere in Internet-land… 

…I don’t think I’ve featured anything so far for the recorder, so to put that right, here is the next 

piece for Janet’s Recorder Band: 

https://www.facebook.com/andrew.brady.184/videos/10216355600671711/ 

If you would like to see the BBC Philharmonic’s video of a Whistlestop Tour of the Orchestra in 

an original piece composed by one of their double bass players, please go to 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=384881182486960 

 

 

Right, I’ve gone on quite long enough.  I hope that you have found the information useful in this 

bulletin, I hope that you all have a lovely summer break, whatever you have planned, and I do 

hope to see many of you in the autumn.  Keeping everything crossed that you stay safe and 

well, and keep enjoying playing and singing if you can! 

 

Arwen 
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